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By  Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottselialk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  April   10. 

The  United  States,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  its  foreign 
trade  with  Brazil  led  all  other  countries  not  only  in  Brazil's  export 
trade,  which  has  been  established  for  many  years,  biit  also  in  the 
country's  import  trade  during-  1915.  This  unprecedented  condition, 
however,  can  not  be  attributed  to  any  improved  system  of  marketing 
on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  Some  of  their 
European  competitors,  who  have  rivaled  them  successfully  in  Latin 
America  by  care  and  forethought,  would  still  be  leading  but  for  the 
conditions  created  by  the  European  war. 

It  is  true  that  the  United  States  of  late  years  has  been  making  some 
real  effort  to  secure  a  greater  part  of  the  permanent  trade  offered 
in  Brazil.  Its  relative  position  as  a  purveyor  to  the  country,  when 
compared  with  that  of  older  and  more  firmly  established  European 
competitors,  was  already  showing  a  steady  and  healthful  growth 
before  the  war  broke  out.  But  have  American  interests  realized  the 
opportunities  brought  about  by  the  war? 

Trade  Conditions  in  Brazil. 

INIuch  has  been  said  and  written  during  the  past  j^ear  and  a  half 
about  American  trade  extension  in  Latin  America  in  numerous 
American  trade  and  other  periodicals.  But  a  wrong  impression  was 
circulated  that  business  was  as  flourishing  as  ever  in  the  South 
American  republics.  It  is  true,  so  far  as  concerns  Brazil,  that  after 
the  war  had  been  in  progress  some  months  and  that  a  shortage  of 
certain  necessary  slocks  began  to  be  felt  an  unusual  situation  pre- 
vailed here,  which  enabled  some  American  houses  to  establish 
agencies  and  to  inaugaurate  an  entirely  new  trade,  at  practically  no 
initial  cost  to  themselves,  but  the  purchasing  power  of  Brazil  had 
diminished. 

An  enduring  trade,  however,  between  the  United  States,  a  manu- 
facturing nation,  and  Brazil,  a  producer  of  raw  products  and  an 
importer  of  manufactured  goods  of  every  description,  must  rest 
logically  and  necessarily  upon  the  United  States  being  able  to  supply 
this  Republic  with  its  needs  at  prices  and  terms  as  good  or  better  than 
its  competitors ;  upon  the  existence  of  banking  facilities ;  upon  a  di- 
rect medium  of  exchange  and  means  of  determining  credit  ratings; 
upon  adequate  steamship  service;  and,  lastly,  but,  perhaps,  as  im- 
portant as  all  the  other  factors  already  mentioned,  upon  a  thor- 
oughly organized  and  equipped  body  of  salesmen  or  permanent  com- 
mercial representatives  on  the  ground,  sufficiently  trained  and  suffi- 
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fjently  empowered  to  study  the  needs  of  the  country  and  to  counsel 
their  principals  wisely  in  ineetin<2;  the  demands  of  the  Brazilian 
market. 

Methods  of  Obtaining  Brazilian  Trade. 

INIost  of  the  American  export  trade  to  Brazil  has  in  the  past  been 
handled  by  long-established  connnission  houses  in  New  York,  who 
have  done  much  to  introduce  American  articles  into  the  coimtry  and 
to  build  nj)  the  trade  here.  Most  of  these  firms  maintain  permanent 
branch  houses  in  the  larger  importing  centers  of  Brazil,  or  are  rep- 
resented here  b}^  native  firms  usually  of  good  standing.  Their  trav- 
elers visit  the  trade  frequently.  The  parent  house  in  New  York 
keeps  in  constant  touch  with  the  manufacturers  at  home.  From  the 
manufacturer's  viewpoint,  trading  through  an  export  house  has  the 
advantage  that  no  expensive  foreign  department  is  necessary, 
the  expense  of  travelers  is  obviated,  and  the  risk  of  extending 
credits  is  done  aAvay  with.  On  the  other  hand,  the  manufacturer  is 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  in  that  he  does  not  know  whither  nor  to 
Avhom  his  goods  are  shipped;  he  often  complains  that  he  learns  no 
more  about  foreign  markets  than  his  export  agent  may  choose  to 
tell  him  and  the  commissions  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  commis- 
sion house,  and  which  increase  the  cost  of  his  product  abroad,  may 
give  a  chance  to  his  more  fortiniate  fellow-manufacturer  who  ''  deals 
directly "  to  undersell  him.  Until  American  manufacturers  have 
their  own  proper  individual  export  facilities,  and  until  they  have 
proper  access  to  suitable  banking  and  credit  facilities  in  their  mar- 
kets abroad,  the  commission  or  export  house  manner  of  doing  busi- 
ness is  obviousl}^  the  safest,  except  in  the  case  of  the  large  manufac- 
turing plant  whose  well  organized  ''foreign  department*'  is  its  own 
commission  merchant  and  banker. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  business  of  American  commission 
houses  has  been  constantly  growing  in  Brazil,  many  individual 
manufacturers  have  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  period  found  it 
possible  to  enter  the  field  "  directly  "  and  unaided.  This  change  does 
not,  of  course,  mean  the  passing  out  of  the  commission  houses,  w^ho 
have  been  the  pioneers  of  the  American  export  trade  and  who  deserve 
all  credit  for  their  initiative  and  enterprise. 
Branch  Hoiises  of  American  Companies. 

There  are  at  present,  according  to  the  lists  of  this  consulate  gen- 
eral, no  less  than  33  branches  of  American  firms  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
which  are  either  managed  by  Americans  or  consist  of  permanent 
American  representatives  here.  Among  these  is  the  firm  of  E.  G. 
Dun  &  Co.,  which  receives  periodically  reports  from  all  parts  of 
Brazil  and  which  are  kept  on  file  in  New  York  for  its  American 
customers.  Two  large  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  ma- 
chinery and  supplies  maintain  here  stocks  of  their  goods;  one  rail- 
w-ay  car  company  has  its  own  plant,  and  another  has  an  office 
in  this  city;  there  is  an  American  express  company  (Companhia 
Expresso  Federal,  Rua  da  Alfandega  48,  Rio  de  Janeiro),  wdiich 
is  the  correspondent  of  the  larger  express  companies  in  the  United 
States,  and  undertakes  important  commissions  for  American  firms, 
such  as  the  clearance  of  goods  from  the  customs  house  and  trans- 
shipment to  the  interior,  the  distribution  of  samples  and  catalogues 
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in  large  quantities,  etc. ;  three  American  coffee  firms  have  their  local 
buying-  houses  here ;  an  American  firm  on  the  ground  represents  one 
of  the  largest  mills  for  powder  and  explosives  in  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  American  company  that  supplies  Brazil  with  its  pos- 
tage stamps  and  currency ;  one  American  company  here  imports  fuel 
oit  in  tank  steamers  and  has  erected  large  tanks,  and  two  more  mar- 
ket American  illuminating  oil;  an  American  advertising  firm  is 
equipped  to  carry  on  advertising  campaigns  for  American  manu- 
facturers in  the  Portuguese  language  of  the  country;  there  are  two 
American  manufacturers  of  steel  products  represented ;  several  New 
York  commission  houses  have  their  branch  houses  here;  American 
sewing  machines  are  in  use  in  nearly  every  home  in  Brazil  as  the 
result  of  one  American  factory's  branch  house  in  Eio  de  Janeiro, 
with  salesrooms  in  a  large  number  of  towns  throughout  the  country ; 
practically  all  the  elevators  recently  installed  here  were  put  in  by  an 
American  firm  with  a  branch  house  on  the  ground  here;  American 
shoe  machinery  is  to  be  seen  in  every  Brazilian  shoe  factory  and  is 
sold  by  an  American  firm's  own  branch  located  in  this  city.  The 
United  States  has  led  in  the  trade  in  typewriters,  and  is  increasing 
its  exports  in  other  office  supplies,  largely  because  that  trade  is  being 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  advertised  by  two  American  houses  here. 
Other  American  manufacturers  have  sent  competent  representatives 
here  to  iuA^estigate  the  ppssibilities  of  this  market,  and  who  will  un- 
doubtedly open  branches  shortly;  still  others  are  in  process  of  estab- 
lishment. 

Surely  this  would  seem  indicative  of  a  sound  movement  to  build 
up  and  retain  a  permanent  export  trade  with  Brazil.  It  is  true  that 
every  one  of  these  enterprises  represents  an  outlay  of  considerable 
capital  from  the  start,  with  no  visible  prospect  of  immediate  re- 
turns, but  the  effect  of  the  establishment  of  these  branch  houses  is 
plainly  to  be  seen,  reflected  in  the  share  which  the  United  States  has 
had  in  the  general  trade  of  Brazil. 
American  Houses  Represented  by  Firms  in  Brazil. 

But  beside  these  branch  houses  many  American  manufacturers  are 
still  represented  here  b}^  firms,  both  native  and  foreign — either  com- 
mission houses  or  firms  carrying  stocks  of  certain  specialties.  An 
agency  arrangement  of  this  kind,  while  of  course  much  cheaper  to 
operate,  is  obviously  not  so  satisfactory  as  a  branch  house  would  be. 
A  native  firm  specializing  in  surgical  instruments  and  sup])lies,  for 
example,  may  represent  a  dozen  or  more  manufacturers  of  similar 
goods  of  all  nationalities. 

Before  the  European  war  it  was  difficult  for  American  manu- 
facturers to  find  reliable  and  active  agents  here,  as  many  of  the 
larger  importing  firms  were  European,  with  a  natural  preference 
for  European  goods  and  for  European  methods  of  doing  business. 
These  agents  were  offered  more  favorable  terms  than  the  American 
merchants  saw  fit  to  offer.  Since  the  war  began,  however,  there 
has  been  a  reversal  of  these  conditions,  and  many  new  American 
connections  of  this  sort  have  been  brought  about. 
Effort  of  Americans — Names  of  American  Firms  Published. 

It  is  not  small  individuals,  eager  to  sell  their  small  individual 
outputr   wh-^  la}"  a  sound  basis  for  international  trade,  and  the  fact 
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remains  in  Brazil  that  the  bulk  of  onr  trade  and  the  greater  part 
of  our  prestige  liere  will  continue  to  rest  npon  the  effort  of  a  few 
large  American  business  syndicates  that  have  settled  in  the  country 
and  tried  the  venture  at  their  own  cost  after  satisfactory  personal 
study  of  conditions  here. 

What  is  needed  here  is  a  greater  number  of  locally  established 
American  manufacturers'  branch  houses;  more  American  agencies 
placed  here,  in  the  hands  of  locally  established  Americans;  and 
more  American  traveling  salesmen — the  last  named  for  the  sake  of 
educating  our  people  at  home. 

This  consulate  general  has  for  more  than  a  year  been  fortunate 
in  having  the  cooperation  of  several  of  Rio  de  Janeiro's  more  im- 
poitant  daily  newspapers,  which  have  printed,  free  of  charge,  ex- 
tensive lists  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  firms,  together 
with  a  description  of  their  goods  and  a  statement  of  their  desire  to 
trade  with  Brazil.  Much  publicity  has  in  this  manner  been  given 
to  certain  American  houses,  many  connections  have  been  established, 
and  some  amount  of  business  has  resulted.  In  like  manner  the 
wishes  of  Brazilian  merchants  have  been  published  in  Commerce 
Reports. 

Grouping  of  Allied  Lines  of  Goods. 

A  plan  that  has  often  been  advocated  by  this  office,  and  Avhich  has 
repeatedly  been  carried  out  with  success,  is  the  grouping  of  several 
numufacturers  in  allied  but  not  conflicting  lines,  who  could  pool 
their  interests  and  share  the  expense  of  sending  a  competent  man 
to  this  country.  A  single  commercial  traveler  of  the  right  sort, 
representing,  for  example,  six  or  eight  different  hardware  factories 
in  the  United  States,  each  manufacturing  hardware  for  a  special 
purpose — the  one  locks,  another  carriage  hardware,  another  "■  shelf 
goods,"'  etc. — could  do  much  good  not  only  m  making  sales  but 
in  educating  Brazilians  to  a  knowledge  of  American  products  and 
our  own  people  at  home  to  the  requirements  of  the  foreign  market. 
Two  or  three  out  of  five  salesmen  who  c<Mne  here  will  ask  me  what 
the  chance  is  of  having  the  Brazilian  tariff'  revised  in  favor  of  their 
goods,  instead  of  devoting  their  eff'ortii,  as  the  German  exporters 
have  done,  to  altering  both  their  production  and  their  methods  to 
suit  the  demands  of  this  market. 
New  Law  Admitting  Travelers'  Samples  Under  Bond. 

Since  the  beginning  of  191G  there  has  been  in  force  a  new  law, 
under  which  the  entrance  of  commercial  travelers'  samples  under 
bond  is  permitted.  Formerly  all  samples  entering  the  country  paid 
full  duties  like  any  other  merchandise.  For  the  regular  duties, 
which  are  high  in  Brazil  and  frequently  several  times  the  value  of 
the  goods  themselves,  there  has  been  substituted  an  "  expediente 
tax  "  of  5  per  cent,  which  in  the  case  of  goods  dutiable  ad  valorem 
is  tantamount  to  a  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty,  and  in  the  case  of 
goods  subject  to  a  specific  duty,  is  based  upon  the  "  official  value  " 
determined  from  the  tariff  law  itself.  Commercial  travelers  who 
Avish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  this  new  law  are  re- 
quired to  present  to  the  customs  authorities  here  a  Brazilian  con- 
sular invoice  duly  consulated  abroad,  and  an  itemized  commercial 
invoice  of  their  samples.     Those  whose  parent  firms  have  connec- 
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tions  here  should  be  urged  to  brmg  with  them  credentials  to  firms 
already  established  here  in  order  that  the  necessary  bond  may  be  ob- 
tained; or  else  letters  to  the  local  branch  of  the  National  City  Bank 
or  the  correspondents  of  our  large  American  express  companies  here. 

Credit  Information. 

The  lack  of  credit  information  has  been  the  chief  hindrance  to  our 
progress  in  Brazil,  as  throughout  Latin  America.  Good  sources  of 
credit  information  are  necessary,  not  only  to  the  American  merchant 
who  wishes  to  avoid  the  Brazilian  importer  who  is  trying  to  evade 
his  just  debts,  but  also  to  the  honest  Brazilian  trader  and  business 
man  who  should  be  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  un- 
scrupulous party  in  the  United  States. 

The  agency  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  has  been  on  the 
ground  here  for  a  long  time.  More  recently,  since  the  Federal 
reserve  act  and  the  establishment  of  the  National  City  Bank,  we 
have  had  the  carefully  conducted  credit  department  of  that  institu- 
tion. The  various  New  York  commission  houses  dealing  here  have 
striven,  each  according  to  its  local  agent's  capability  and  resources, 
to  keep  private  lists  of  credit  ratings  for  some  years  past.  One 
can  not,  therefore,  say  that  "  we  lack  sources  of  information  on 
Brazilian  credits  "  to-day. 

The  Domestic  Industries — Textiles. 

It  is  impossible  to  present  accurate  data  of  the  domestic  indus- 
tries of  Brazil  during  1915.  Some  8  or  10  years  ago  the  Centro 
Industrial,  a  semiofficial  statistical  organization  of  local  manufac- 
turers, prepared  a  report  on  the  industries  of  the  country,  but  this 
has  not  been  kept  up.  Nor  are  the  official  returns  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Bureau  of  the  Brazilian  Federal  Govermnent  available. 
The  Government  fiscalizes  some  20  industries  upon  which  internal- 
revenue  taxes  are  levied,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  printed  a  report 
upon  the  subject  since  1913. 

Brazil  is  not  a  manufacturing  country,  although  it  has  some  native 
industries  of  importance  locall3\  Textiles,  principally  cotton  goods, 
keep  the  greater  number  of  mills  busy.  With  plenty  of  raw  cotton 
from  Brazilian  plantations,  dyestuffs  obtained  from  Germany  at  low 
prices  on  favorable  credit  terms,  and  a  high  protective  tariff  to 
shield  the  industry,  it  has  flourished,  and  has  greatly  reduced  the 
imports  of  the  more  ordinary  cotton  goods  from  abroad.  The  finer 
grades  of  cotton  goods,  of  which  Great  Britain  has  always  furnished 
the  greater  part,  still  come  from  abroad. 

Production  of  Beverages,  Preserves,  Etc. 

The  production  of  beverages  may  perhaps  be  classed  as  the  second 
most  important  native  industry.  The  breweries,  chiefly  conducted  by 
Germans,  furnisli  its  greatest  production  in  this  indusUy.  There  are 
several  large  breweries  in  the  larger  cities  and  numerous  small  ones 
throughout  the  country.  Wines,  which  are  consumed  in  large  quan- 
tities, are  produced  to  a  small  extent  and  in  inferior  quality  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,  but  the  greater  part  is  imported  from 
Portugal,  Italy,  Spain,  and  France.  The  brewing  industry  furnishes 
a  good  market  for  malt,  hops,  and  other  supplies  which,  like  the  raw 
materials  for  nearly  eA-ery  other  Brazilian  industry,  are  imported 
from  abroad. 
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The  manufacture  of  preserves  from  native  fruits  perhaps  show  the 
most  favorable  results  during  1915,  at  least  one  new  hirge  factory 
having"  been  established  in  the  Federal  Capital. 

Other  industries  that  may  be  mentioned  are  the  manufacture  of 
matches,  shoes,  candles,  vinegar,  bottles,  hats  and  canes,  and  a  bag- 
ging industry  of  considerable  proportion.  But  concerning  tliis  side 
of  Brazil's  economic  life  data  are  not  obtainable. 

The  Brazilian  industries,  as  a  whole,  can  not  yet  be  said  to  rest 
upon  a  really  sound  economic  foundation.  In  almost  all  of  them, 
the  raw  materials  are  not  of  domestic  growth,  but  imported  from 
abroad,  and  raw  materials  enter  the  country  at  lower  rates,  of  duty 
than  the  finished  product.  Most  of  the  larger  factories  have  been  es- 
tablished here  by  and  are  operated  by  foreigners.  The  absence  of 
American  capital  in  the  industries  of  the  country  is  conspicuous,  and 
this  naturally  plays  an  important  part  in  the  preference  often  shown 
for  other  countries  than  ours  as  suppliers  of  raw  materials. 

The  Banking  Situation. 

With  the  coming  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  there  was  made 
possible  for  the  first  time  some  extension  of  the  American  banking 
into  Latin  America.  The  coming  into  Brazil  of  the  American  Na- 
tional City  Bank  was  welcomed  by  Brazilian  men  of  business  and  by 
the  resident  group  of  American  business  men  in  the  country,  as  well 
as  by  a  long  list  of  American  houses  desirous  of  doing  business  with 
Brazil  and  finding  no  banking  facilities  here. 

Although  the  bank  has  been  here  but  a  short  time  and  it  found 
much  to  do  from  the  beginning  in  the  mere  matter  of  establishing 
itself  and  its  subagencies  on  a  sound  and  proper  footing,  it  has  won 
for  itself  a  recognized  place  on  the  market  here. 

Its  activities  have  naturally  been  limited  by  local  conditions  of 
financial  depression.  Its  credit  department,  which  is  practically  the 
same  organization  as  the  bank's  in  New  York  City,  has  been  busily 
gathering  material  here  for  many  months  and  is  often  in  a  position 
to  be  of  great  service  to  American  trade. 

Its  commercial  department  has  been  gathering  most  valuable  in- 
formation about  the  country  in  general,  and  about  various  of  its 
latent  resources  in  particidar,  all  of  which  are  thus  advertised  in  the 
United  States.  This  work  will  ultimately  prove  of  great  value  when 
circumstances  here  change  so  as  to  permit  of  the  freer  investment  on 
a  safe  basis  of  American  capital. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Brazil. 

The  statistics  that  follow  were  obtained  from  official  sources,  and 
have  been  converted  into  American  currency  in  the  following  man- 
ner: The  Brazilian  statistical  bureau  keeps  up  its  more  important 
statistical  tables  in  both  the  gold  and  the  paper  milreis.  From  these 
two  units  of  values  for  the  entire  year  1915,  the  average  value  of  25 
cents  in  American  currency  to  the  paper  milreis  was  obtained,  which 
has  been  used  in  the  conversion  of  all  the  figures. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Brazil  (including  imports  and  exports) 
during  1915  amounted  to  $401,407,850,  as  compared  with  $545,581,275 
in  1910,  $582,404,673  in  191i;  $070,111,140  in  1912,  $639,653,589  in 
1913,  and  $387,285,717  in  1914. 

There  was  a  gradual  increase  of  the  total  trade  until  it  reached 
its  record  in  1912  with  $670,111,140;  in  1913,  when  the  local  financial 
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depression  and  loAvered  prices  of  Brazilian  products  abroad  began  to 
be  felt,  there  was  a  decrease  of  $31,000,000,  and  the  year  1914  saw 
the  total  trade  of  1912  almost  cut  in  two.  Last  year,  however,  shows 
a  marked  increase  over  the  figures  of  1914  to  a  total  of  $101,407,850. 

The  imports  of  Brazil  for  1915  aggregate  less  than  they  did  during 
any  one  of  the  immediately  preceding  five  years.  During  1914  the 
country  had  managed  to  get  along  with  50  per  cent  less  importation 
than  in  1913.  In  the  latter  year  the  market  was  overstocked  with 
goods,  and  thus  affected  the  import  trade  to  the  end  of  1914.  During 
1915  the  imports  were  only  $145,749,024,  which  was  but  54  per  cent 
of  the  average  imports  during  1910,  1911,  and  1912 — these  last  three 
being  what  might  be  termed  "  normal  trade  years."  The  great 
diminution  in  the  import  trade  can  be  attributed  to  many  causes. 
There  are  stocks  of  European  merchandise  on  the  market  that  were 
imported  before  the  war,  the  sale  of  which  has  been  delayed  by  rea- 
son of  the  general  financial  depression  since  191*3.  The  sudden  clos- 
ing of  Brazil's  sources  of  supplies  in  central  Europe,  and  the  cur- 
tailment of  credits  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  at  all  accustomed 
sources  of  supply  naturally  came  as  a  severe  blow  to  a  country 
trained  to  the  most  liberal  European  credits,  and  now  confronted 
with  only  one  market  to  draw  from. 

Europe's  Part  in  the  Foreign  Trade. 

The  freight-carrying  difficulties  added  to  the  confusion.  The 
European  war,  however,  did  not  immediately  transform  Brazil's 
trade  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Instead,  the  country  pre- 
ferred to  try  and  get  along  with  as  few  imports  as  possible.  It  has 
long  been  acknowledged  that  in  numerous  commodities,  especially  in 
manufactured  articles,  Europe's  industries  usually  supply  Latin 
America  at  much  cheaper  prices  than  can  the  United  States.  Before 
the  war  many  Brazilian  merchants,  although  perfectly  disposed  by 
a  natural  sympathy  to  deal  in  American  goods,  could  not  afford  to 
do  so  when  their  neighbors  and  competitors  who  bought  from  Eu- 
rope could  undersell  them.  It  has  usually  been  by  a  comparison  of 
actual  prices  and  credits  that  certain  American  goods  have  not  been 
preferred  to  their  European  competitors  in  this  market.  Had  the 
United  States  possessed  adequate  freight  carriers,  proper  banking 
and  credit  facilities,  competent  travelers,  and  a  more  thorough  gen- 
eral study  of  foreign  market  requirements  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  Brazilian  imports  would  not  have  decreased  to  such  a  great 
extent  as  they  have  since  the  European  war  began. 

The  value  of  exports  was  $255,658,820  in  1915,  which  is  an  increase 
of  $34,119,797  over  1914.  The  exports,  however,  fell  short  of  Brazil's 
average  during  the  period  1910  to  1913,  when  the  quadrennial  period 
average  of  exports  was  $327,700,059. 

With  the  imports  into  Brazil  valued  at  $145,749,024  and  the  ex- 
ports from  the  country  at  $255,058,820,  there  was  a  trade  balance  of 
$109,909,802  in  favor  of  Brazil,  compared  with  a  trade  balance  of 
$55,792,341  in  1914. 

Country  of  Destination  of  Exports  from  Brazil. 

The  table  that  follows  illustrates  the  export  movement  of  Bra- 
zilian foreign  commerce  during  the  six-year  period  from  1910  to 
1915,  and  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  20  more  important  con- 
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siiniers  of  Brazilian  prodiirts  have  shared  in  this  country's  export 
trade. 

The  United  States  as  nsual  leads,  taking  $106,965,884  worth  in 
1915,  or  PI  per  cent  of  Brazil's  exports  for  that  year. 

Great  Britain  follows  the  United  States,  with  considerably  smaller 
purchases,  however.  The  values  of  the  British  purchases  for  1915 
were  less  than  they  Avere  during  any  of  the  preceding  five  years 
and  represent  only  42  per  cent  of  Avhat  that  country  took  from 
Brazil  in  1910. 

Germany  had  increased  in  importance  as  a  purchaser  of  Brazil's 
exports  up  to  1912;  then  came  a  slight  decrease,  and  in  1914  (the 
"war  year'')  Germany's  average  of  $45,000,000  decreased  to  $20,- 
514,58(),  and  in  1915  entirely  disappeared  in  the  export  statistics, 
save  for  one  tobacco  purchase  of  $99. 

There  were  no  exports  to  Austria-Hungary  during  1915,  while 
before  the  war  that  country  was  an  important  market  for  Brazilian 
pi'oducts. 

Sweden,  which  had  averaged  but  slightly  more  than  $3,000,000 
before  the  war,  increased  its  imports  from  Brazil  in  1914  to  $5,428,- 
552  and  to  $28,161,167  in  1915. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Brazil 
by  countries  for  the  past  six  years: 


Country. 


United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Netherlands 

Austria-Hungary. 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Uruguay 

Italy 

Swe'den 

Spain 

Turkey 

Portugal 

other  countries.. 


Total. 


$112,184,068 
73,440,577 
3fi,  285, 755 
26,116,585 
15, 289, 064 
9, 007, 954 
11,618,104 
5,611,633 
5,672,471 
2,092,168 


1,074,560 


834, 062 
10, 779, 437 


310, 006, 438 


1911 


5115,731 

48,871, 
47,161, 
2.5,  720, 
26, 419, 
16,  741, 
12, 779, 
7, 788, 
4, 439, 
3, 743, 
3, 160, 
1,631, 
1,311, 
1,485, 
7,935, 


,284 
369 
518 
580 
020 
195 
377 
348 
203 
676 
133 
203 
775 
560 
526 


324,919,767 


$141,739,682 

43,012,381 

51,864,086 

35,471,044 

22,952,681 

18, 235, 426 

14,211,427 

9,717,456 

4, 157,  .334 

4,091,043 

3,114,193 

2,109,831 

1,620,235 

767, 972 

9, 181, 160 


362,245,951 


1913 


$102,436,302 

41,650,331 

44,333,640 

38, 637, 801 

23, 223, 993 

15,187,242 

14, 830, 127 

8, 038, 429 

5,160,203 

4, 062, 253 

3, 190, 292 

1,807,307 

2,004,583 

1,587,099 

7, 478, 476 


313,628,078 


1914 


$92,095,944 

31,853,200 

20,514,580 

17,976,842 

12,925,234 

4,496,811 

10,626,685 

3, 299, 367 

3,  778, 918 

7, 045, 062 

5,428,552 

1,258,462 

475,423 

1,950,987 

7,812,956 


221,539,029 


1915 


$106,9&5,884 

30, 908, 703 

99 

29,125,296 

15, 987, 995 


12,938,632 


4,41.5,771 

8,031,526 
23, 161, 167 

1,304,411 
1.3,362 

2,309,9.37 
20,496,043 


255,658,826 


The  Brazilian  Staples. 

The  bulk  of  Brazil's  export  trade  has  in  the  past  been  limited  to 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  articles.  Fresh  beef  is  the  only 
new  article  of  export  of  any  importance  that  has  entered  the  coun- 
try's export  trade  during  the  past  year.  It  is  evident  that  many 
persons  realize  that  so  long  as  the  country  relies  almost  entirely  upon 
two  crops,  rubber  and  coffee — ^the  one  being  constantly  threatened 
with  ruin  by  the  competition  of  the  cultivated  rubber  of  the  Far 
East,  and  the  other  steadily  increasing  its  home  production  without 
regard  to  the  world's  demand — its  economic  condition  is  far  from 
reassuring.  Such  countries  as  the  United  States  and  Argentina,  the 
one  with  its  vast  industrial  development,  and  the  other  w'ith  its 
thriving  cattle  industry  and  wheat  crops,  have  been  held  up  as  ex- 
amples to  Brazilians  by  some  of  their  own  people,  and  there  has 
been  much  discussion  as  to  how  Brazil  might  readjust  its  finances, 
and  at  least  in  part  meet  its  obligations  in  Europe,  were  it  capable  of 
furnishing  the  belligerent  nations  with  either  raw  or  manufactured 
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products.  Other  Brazilians  hold  that  their  country's  present  in- 
ability to  import  many  accustomed  articles,  especially  foodstuffs, 
which  the  country  might  itself  produce,  should  teach  it  the  needed 
economic  lesson  and  lead  to  its  becoming  more  self-supporting  from 
now  on. 
Destination  of  Brazilian  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows,  in  quantities  and  values,  and  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  the  total  exports  of  the  principal  commodities 
and  the  amounts  sent  to  the  more  important  consmning  countries: 


Destination. 


Quantity.      Value, 


1914 


Quantity.      Value 


Quantity.      Value 


Brazil  nuts: 

Total 

United  States. 
Great  Britain . 
German  V 


Bran: 

Total 

United  States. 

Germany 

Belgium 

Great  Britain. 
Netherlands. . 


Hecto- 
liters. 
82, 264 
35,982 
40,490 
5,586 

Metric 
tons. 
54,814 


$797,306 

359,366 

377, 647 

58,174 


1,571,709 


42, 933 

7,326 

2,148 

280 


CofTee: 

Total 13,267  449 

United  States 4,914,739 


Germany. 

Netherlands 

France 

Austria-Hungary . 

Belgium 

Argentina 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Sweden 

Spain 


Cacao: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Argentina 

Netherlands 

Austria-Hungary . 
rotten: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Portugal '. 

Belgium 

France 

Cotton  seed: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Camauba  wax: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 


Gold  in  bars: 

Total 

Great  Britaii. 


1,865,632 

1,483,097 

1,846,944 

1,016,824 

444,988 

249, 045 

237, 126 

240, 161 

212,034 

108, 928 

Metric 

tons 

29, 759 

10,031 

7,954 

3,678 

4,783 

1,019 

968 

604 

37, 424 

83 

29,959 

984 

3,210 

348 

1,913 

49, 779 
543 

48,840 
390 

3,867 
941 

1,710 
509 
941 

Grams. 
3,392,6:?5 
3,384,430 


1,206,147 

239,320 

60,792 

8,243 


197,936,296 

72,846,780 

28, 642, 174 

22, 553, 494 

28, 058, 699 

14,815,119 

6,451,659 

3,658,946 

3,559,613 

3,779,417 

3,107,603 

1,681,386 


7, 735,  .376 

2,590,863 

2,0C4,088 

944,507 

1,224,260 

269,3.53 

257, 677 

151,588 

11,201,479 
23,478 
8,955,295 
286, 091 
973, 902 
104,241 
534, 335 

1,160,381 

7,397 

1,120,588 

32,397 

2,133,383 
514,106 
971,531 
326,666 
273, 789 


1,783,822 
1,779,508 


Hecto- 
liters. 
382,340 
239,368 
103, 117 
38, 118 

Metric 

tons. 

43, 782 

23 

25,936 

3,737 

8,200 

456 

Bags. 

11,269,724 

5, 532, 081 

656,369 

1,047,513 

1,063,845 

363,932 

214, 596 

236,394 

600, 142 

316,819 

487,002 

98,094 

Metric 

tons. 

40,767 

12, 223 

10,431 

6,789 

5,920 

609 

800 

188 

30, 434 
6,632 

21,799 

1,678 

4,193 

56 

2,385 

31,060 


$2,280,275 

1,382,167 

642,622 

243, 165 


1,111,491 

386 

373,018 

64, 374 

111,514 

14,785 


129,713,673 

63,478,883 

8, 190, 659 

12,651,081 

12,445,942 

4,327,780 

2, 609, 694 

2, 504, 032 

6,743,237 

3,899,396 

5,291,184 

1,163,623 


9,039,642 

2,804,097 

2,349,088 

1,438,773 

1,2.30,046 

131,803 

176, 095 

40,691 

8,332,812 

1,761 

5,921,789 

452, 755 

1,200,443 

15,577 

650,951 

642, 270 


Hecto- 
liters. 
152,211 
76,749 
76,457 


?980, 009 
506, 125 
473, 846 


Metric 

tons. 

20,987 


442,067 


12,585 
4,028 

Bags. 
17,061,319 
7, 194, 594 


279, 913 
77, 162 


155,121,2.34 
65, 317, 338 


1,486,994 
2,449,223 


13,705,773 
22,718,007 


269,987 
710,800 
413,786 
2,333,386 
106, 329 

Metric 
tons. 
44,980 
14,813 
8,540 


663,443 

6,623,427 

3,809,074 

21,303,248 

971,885 


14,0.34,887 
4,805,349 
2,344,210 


7,668 

956 

3,761 


2,-301,274 

290, 539 

1,323,054 


5,228 


4,319 
"'762' 


1,374,159 
'i,' 146,385 

"isi'sii 


10,018 


29,241 
1,119 

3,316 

1,194 

1,124 

643 

353 

Grams. 
4,0.50,824 
4,047,024 


615, 294 
26, 266 

1,626,630 
635, 294 
516, 808 
301,317 
172, 142 


2,127,515 
2,125,694 


9,286 


199,409 

'ise.'oES 


5,  .897 
2,481 


2, 399, 033 
948, 134 


3,055 

287 

Grams. 
4,564,523 
4, 564, 523 


1,271,583 
133,305 


2,390,719 
2, 390, 719 


48347°  -40b— 16- 
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Destination. 


Hides: 

Total 

United  Stales 

Germany 

France 

Belgium 

Portugal 

Uruguay 

(ireat  Britain 

Italy 

Austria-Hungary 

Herva  mat6  (Paraguay  tea): 

Total 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Chile..." 

Manganese  ore: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

"    Germany 

Belgium 

France 

Monazite  sand: 

Total 

United  States 

(iermany 

France 

Precious  stones: 

Total 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Rubber: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Belgium" 

Skins: 

Total 

United  States 

France 

Belgium 

(iermany 

Great  Britain 

Sugar: 

Total 

U^nited  States 

Great  Britain 

Tobacco: 

Total 

United  States 

tJermany 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Netherlands 

France 


1913 


Quantity.      Value, 


Metric 

tons. 

35,075 

1,122 

9,  S23 

9,892 

2,100 

775 

1,585 

066 

607 

343 

(35, 416 
27 
49, 456 
13, 109 
2,625 

122, 300 
39, 400 
16, 800 
5,000 
11,800 


1,437 
400 
256 


36, 232 
16, 807 
14,557 
3,194 
1,004 
175 

3,232 
2,373 

487 

7 

104 

231 

5,367 


5, 134 

29, 388 

6 

24,473 

4,359 

343 


$1Q,  803,  S6S 
595, 003 
3,352,241 
2, 753, 231 
541,352 
370,310 
563,650 
;?05,93'8 
:524.943 
176,717 

11,473,017 

4,915 

8,  G05, 276 

2, 444, 665 

381,415 

8S0. 572 
427;  686 
120, 962 
36, 000 
84, 960 


186,478 
51,905 
33, 181 

101, 003 

174,066 
18,041 
71, 192 
76, 145 

50,361,161 

22,047,625 

21,287,995 

4,58:3,493 

1,239,287 

265, 244 

3,742,350 

2, 736, 182 

571, 108 

6,006 

127, 796 

269, 862 

314,507 


282, 142 

7, 950,  799 

1,807 

6, 595, 522 

1,197,441 

94,565 


1914 


Quantity.      Value 


Metric 

tons. 

31,434 

5,617 

8,964 

5, 432 

761 

567 

1,845 

2,991 

220 

287 

59,354 
9 
44,381 
12,  .576 
2,227 

183, 630 
87, 630 
23, 500 


10,600 
11,400 


600 
600 


33,531 

19, 397 

11,484 

1,608 

481 
1 

2,487 

1,946 

204 

30 

17 

271 

31,860 

6,203 

24, 130 

26, 980 
192 

22,  i;33 

2,873 

664 


$8,377,139 

1,725,747 

2, 305, 292 

1,239,103 

151,70<j 

248,282 

556, 777 

1,079,864 

115,392 

119,930 

8, 037, 025 

1,471 

6, 052, 332 

1,720,769 

243, 158 

1,380,453 
713, 380 
154,248 


69, 575 
74,836 

85,772 

85, 772 


21,022 
5,534 
1,991 

11,421 

33,521,504 

18, 567, 079 

12,276,582 

1,700,790 

460, 565 

554 

2,401,519 

1,874,833 

202, 127 

31,530 

16,915 

273, 399 

1,095,916 

508, 397 

1,325,854 

6, 957, 542 
49,299 

5, 683, 178 
738, 191 
184,386 


Quantity.       Value 


Metric 
tons. 
37,080 
19,796 


2,701 


1,310 

3, 386 

0,025 

461 


75, 885 
1 
58, 616 
14,071 
3, 145 

288,  ail- 

266, 871 

10,100 


439 
439 


35, 165 

20, 776 

12, 682 

962 


4,573 

4,470 

23 


$13,259,685 
7,471,410 


59, 074 
21,929 

21,627 

27,096 
1,953 
1 
7,302 
866 
3,980 
6,581 


797, 794 


510,085 
1,150,981 
2,089,935 

293,354 


8,959,000 

167 

6,981,467 

1,669,280 

299,965 

2, 632, 427 

2,457,488 

73, 192 


52, 881 
52, 881 


44, 024 
23, 015 
17,000 


33,946,432 

19, 229, 297 

13, 389, 874 

693,310 


3, 597, 702 

3,524,361 

16, 300 


52, 951 

3,607,452 
1,131,742 
1,389,863 

5,666,305 

396,976 

99 

1,, 508, 438 
212,268 
824,677 

1,358,838 


Relative  Importance  of  Brazil's  Shipping  Points. 

Santos,  the  greatest  shipping  port  for  coffee  in  the  workl,  shipped 
nearly  50  per  cent  of  Brazil's  total  exports  to  the  United  States  in 
1915,  and  had  even  slightly  exceeded  that  percentage  in  1911.  Of 
the  total  values  of  $63,055,465  shipped  from  Santos  to  the  United 
States  in  1915,  $62,131,991  was  represented  by  coffee  alone.  In  1914 
Para,  Brazil's  great  rubber  distributing  center,  occupied  second  place 
in  importance  in  the  Brazilian  export  trade  to  the  United  States,  but 
in  1915  (although  Para  had  increased  its  exports  from  $13,637,772 
in  1914  to  $14,982,524  in  1915)  Rio  de  Janeiro  took  the  second  place 
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from  Para,  with  exports  to  the  United  States  amounting  to  $18,488,- 
255,  as  compared  with  the  total  of  $12,634,578  for  1914.  Of  the  total 
amount  of  Para's  exports,  rubber  alone  represented  a  value  of 
$12,710,472  in  1914  and  $14,129,014  in  1915.  One  may  readily  per- 
ceive the  influence  wielded  by  Brazil's  two  great  staples,  rubber  in 
the  Amazon  Valley  and  coffee  in  the  hinterland  of  Santos,  upon  the 
country's  export  trade  with  the  United  States,  by  observing  that  in 
1915  these  two  products  together  represented  a  total  value  of  $103,- 
328,963,  or  76  per  cent  of  Brazil's  total  export  to  the  United  States. 

The  exports  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  capital,  show  an  increase 
of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  1915  as  compared  with  1914.  Bahia  stands 
fourth  in  the  Brazilian-American  export  trade,  and  that  port  and 
Pernambuco  show  the  greatest  proportional  increases  in  exports  over 
their  records  of  the  previous  year,  Bahia  having  had  an  inci'ease  of 
125  per  cent  and  Pernambuco  195  per  cent.  Victoria,  Rio  Grande, 
Ceara,  and  Maranhao,  all  show  substantial  increases,  while  Manaos 
is  the  only  port  showing  a  decrease. 

Xo  comparison  can  be  made  of  the  Sao  Paulo  exports,  as  the  con- 
sulate at  that  city  was  only  established  during  1915.     The  town  is 
the  administrative  center  of  a  rich  coffee  region,  but  ships  almost 
entirely  through  Santos. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States  by  Districts. 

The  declared  export  return  for  1915,  being  a  compilation  of  all 
the  consular  invoices  of  merchandise  shipped  from  Brazil  to  the 
United  States  during  the  year,  shows  a  marked  increase  as  compared 
with  1914.  The  total  declared  exports  during  the  year  amounted  to 
$133,923,463,  which  exceeds  the  total  of  the  preceding  year  by 
$30,901,929. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  exports  of  Brazil  during 
1915,  by  consulates,  as  compared  with  1914,  compiled  from  the  returns 
of  the  various  American  consular  officers  in  Brazil : 


Consulate  or  agency. 

1914 

1915 

Consulate  or  agency. 

1914 

1915 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

$12,634,578 
4, 503, 722 

$18, 488, 255 
6,  792, 172 
753, 530 
1,272,013 
63, 055, 465 
4,165,214 
10, 486, 670 

Para 

$13,637,772 
10, 692, 196 

$14, 982, 524 
9  3.5S  ILii 

Victoria 

Manaos 

Sao  Paulo 

1  742  918            4,434,877 

Rio  Grande 

722, 220 

52, 992, 821 

1,410,022 

4,000,331 

24, 354                133, 998 

Total     . . . 

Pernambuco 

103,021,534 

133, 923, 463 

Returned  American  Goods. 

Returned  American  goods  invoiced  at  the  consular  offices  in  Brazil 
for  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $126,037  for  1915,  compared 
with  $71,982  for  1914.  These  are  chiefly  articles  of  American  manu- 
facture sent  to  Brazil  and  which  have  .been  returned  to  the  United 
States  for  repair  through  ordinary  usage,  repairs  of  breakages  in 
their  original  shipment  to  this  country,  mistakes  on  the  part  of 
manufacturers  in  filling  orders,  or  else  as  emptied  containers  of 
American  acids  and  other  chemicals,  etc.,  returned  for  refilling.  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  the  main  gateway  for  Brazilian  imports,  naturally  al- 
ways ships  large  quantities  of  returned  American  goods,  but  Pernam- 
buco showed  a  large  increase  in  shipments  in  1915. 
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The  Coffee  Trade. 

The  unprecedented  coffee  crop  of  1915  resulted  in  an  exiDortation 
of  1T,0G1,319  bags,  or  nearly  6,000,000  bags  more  than  in  1914. 
Coffee  has  suffered  from  a  notable  decrease  in  price;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  Brazilian  Statistical  Bureau's  calculations  of  coffee  prices 
on  the  gold  basis,  the  average  prices  for  1915  were  but  46  per  cent 
of  those  of  1911;  49  per  cent  of  those  of  1912;  61  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  1913;  and  78  per  cent  as  compared  with  those 
of  1914;  still  the  showing  in  1915  was  an  improvement  on  the  pre- 
ceding year,  if  it  did  not  reach  the  high  totals  of  the  years  previous 
to  1913.  Before  the  crisis  year  of  1913  the  coffee  crop  had  yielded 
steadily  increasing  values/  From  $225,000,000  in  1912  it  'fell  to 
$130,000,000  in  1914.  and  under  the  artificial  stimulus  of  the  war 
condition,  which  increased  sales  greatly,  the  net  return  of  the  crop 
to  the  country  reached  but  little  over  the  $155,000,000  mark  in  1915. 

The  United  States,  bv  far  Brazil's  most  important  coffee  pur- 
chaser, took  7,194,594  bags  in  1915,  valued  at  $65,317,338.  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Belgium  imported  none,  while  Sweden  took  2,333,386 
bags,  valued  at  $21,303,248,  which  is  about  10  times  as  much  as 
that  country  imported  annually  before  the  war.  Great  Britain's 
imports  of  coffee  have  increased  considerably  in  quantity  during  the 
past  three  years,  but  the  decrease  in  price  has  kept  the  values  about 
the  same,  viz,  slightly  less  than  $4,000,000  per  year. 

United  States  and  Great  Britain  Take  Rubber. 

The  rubber  exports  showed  a  slight  increase  in  both  tonnage  and 
value  OA'er  1914,  but  as  compared  with  1913  the  value  decreased  by 
about  34  per  cent.  The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  took  nearly 
all  of  Brazil's  rubber  exports  during  1915,  the  American  market 
taking  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total.  The  following  figures  show 
the  decrease  in  the  value  of  rubber  exports  from  Brazil  during  the 
past  six  years:  1910,  $124,000,000:  1911,  $73,000,000:  1912,  $78V000,- 
000;  1913,  $50,000,000:  1914.  $33,500,000:  1915.  $34,000,000. 

Feature  of  the  Hide  and  Skin  Trade. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  export  trade  in  hides  was  the 
large  increase  in  the  American  purchases,  which  were  valued  at 
$7,471,410,  against  $1,725,747  worth  in  1914.  Germany  took  the 
larger  part  of  the  exports  before  the  war. 

In  the  exports  of  skins  the  United  States,  as  in  the  past,  was 
Brazil's  best  customer  in  this  article,  taking  all  but  103  tons  of  a 
total  of  4,573  tons,  which  were  valued  at  $3,597,702. 

New  Markets  for  Brazilian  Tobacco. 

The  Brazilian  tobacco,  which  is  an  excellent  product  and  which 
Avould  doubtless  be  susceptible  of  becoming  a  great  source  of  national 
revenue  if  scientifically  cultivated,  has  in  the  past  found  its  chief 
market  at  home,  and  with  Hamburg  buyers  largely  for  reexport. 
Germany,  which  in  past  years  has  bought  an  average  of  always  more 
than  five-sixths  of  the  entire  Brazilian  exportation,  is  credited  in 
the  statistics  of  1915  with  purchases  amounting  to  only  $99  worth. 
The  shipments  to  France,  Argentina,  Xetherlands,  ancl  the  United 
States,  however,  kept  the  total  quantity  of  export  in  this  article 
practically  the  same  as  in  1914,  while  the  value  shows  a  decrease. 
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Decreased  Cotton  Supplies. 

There  Avas  an  imiisiial  shortage  in  the  1915  cotton  crop,  caused  by 
the  droughts  in  the  north,  and  cotton  prices  increased  consider- 
ably. The  exports  of  cotton  decreased  from  30,431  tons  in  1911  to 
0,228  tons  in  1915. 

It  was  suggested  at  one  time  that  the  Government  temporarily 
suspend  the  Brazilian  import  duties  on  American  raw  cotton  in  order 
that  the  great  scarcity,  due  to  the  shortage  of  the  native  crop  and  the 
steady  hoarding  of  stocks  by  small  growers  in  the  north,  might  be 
relieved  and  that  the  local  cotton  mills  be  able  to  increase  their  pro- 
duction, and  so  particularly  to  replace  the  missing  imports  from 
Manchester.  Nothing  was  done,  however,  and  the  mills  have  been 
hampered  because  of  the  shortage  of  raw  material. 

Shipments  of  Minerals  and  Metals. 

Of  all  of  Brazil's  mineral  ores  manganese  is  the  only  one  that  has 
found  a  place  among  the  more  important  of  the  country's  exports. 
The  United  States  has  always  been  Brazil's  best  customer  for  man- 
ganese ore  and  the  trade  Avithin  the  last  few  years,  and  especially 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Steel  Corporation's  United  States  & 
Brazil  Steamship  Line,  has  increased  considerably.  The  line  seems 
not  only  to  have  solved  the  problem  of  securing  return  cargoes,  which 
in  past  years  had  been  the  difficulty  of  all  shipping  ventures  between 
the  United  States  and  this  coast,  but  it  has  built  up  a  substantial 
trade  for  the  Brazilian  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  and  furnished  much 
freight  to  the  Government-owned  Central  Railway  of  Brazil.  Of 
the  288,671  tons  of  manganese  ore  exported  by  Brazil  in  1915,  the 
United  States  took  266,271  tons. 

The  exports  of  gold  in  bars,  the  annual  output  of  the  only  two  im- 
portant gold  mines  in  the  Republic,  which  are  owned  and  operated 
by  British  capital,  was  greater  than  during  either  1913  or  1914,  and 
all  of  it  went  to  Great  Britain. 

Monazite  sand,  exported  almost  entirely  from  the  port  of  Victoria, 
State  of  Espirito  Santo,  from  which  is  extracted  the  component 
thorium  used  in  the  manufacture  of  gas  mantles,  declined  in  1915. 
The  exports  amounted  to  only  439  tons,  or  less  than  one-third  the 
shipments  in  1913.  France,  Avhich  country  imported  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  total  in  1913.  imported  none  in  1914  nor  1915,  the 
entire  export  going  to  the  United  States. 

Increased  Exports  of  Sugar. 

Brazil  was  at  one  time  one  of  the  greatest  sugar  producers  and  ex- 
porters of  the  world.  The  industry  declined  with  the  opening  of 
many  plantations  in  European  colonies  throughout  the  world,  and 
the  falling  prices  of  sugar  the  world  over ;  and  later  the  beet-root 
culture.  For  many  years  the  Brazilian  plantations  had  supplied 
only  the  hon>e  trade,  but  since  the  commencement  of  the  European 
war  the  exports  have  increased.  In  1913  the  exportation  was  of 
5,367  tons,  which  increased  to  31.860  tons  in  1914,  and  to  59,074  tons 
in  1915.  During  the  latter  vear  Great  Britain  took  the  larger  part, 
the  United  States  buying  2L929  tons,  valued  at  $1,131,742. 

The  Import  Trade  by  Countries. 

Of  the  $145,749,024  worth  of  imports  into  Brazil  during  1915, 
the  United  States  supplied  articles  to  the  value  of  $16,968,238.    The 
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following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  each  country 
into  Brazil  during  the  past  five  years : 


Country. 


ign 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


United  States 

Great  Britain , 

Germany 

France.". 

Argentina 

Portugal 

Belgium 

Italy 

Uruguay 

Austria-Himgary 

Switzerland 

India 

Newfoundland 

Spain 

Norway — 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Canada 

Denmark , . . . 

Russia 

Chile 

China 

other  British  possessions 

Paraguay 

Japan 

Turkey  in  Einope 

Greece 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Cuba 

Peru 

New  Zealand 

other  countries 

Total 


834,263,428 

74,615,133 

43,134,318 

22, 720, 330 

19,573,380 

13,817,501 

10,714,147 

9,371,990 

5, 708, 863 

3,773,391 

3,451,837 

2,982,736 

2, 805, 803 

2,373,685 

2,180,040 

1,648,974 

1,036,392 

1,014,073 

492, 255 


■      1, 806, 630 


$48,049,922 

77,519,726 

52,952,625 

27,716,833 

23,088,658 

14,571,158 

16,572,035 

12, 080, 626 

7,708,787 

4, 389, 445 

3, 862, 884 

1,995,039 

2,  850, 498 

3,243,599 

3,133,920 

2, 302, 430 

1,358,472 

1,131,826 

548,050 

284,784 

468, 420 

185,947 

314,313 

120,934 

172,039 

55, 105 

144,712 

54, 708 

50, 012 

17,219 

14, 422 

906,041 


$51, 226, 362 

79,782,389 

56, 973, 330 

31,900,321 

24,263,720 

14, 309, 878 

16, 658, 903 

12,350,550 

7, 038, 766 

4,921,688 

3,839,604 

2,676,416 

3,820,008 

3,112,636 

.  3,427,648 

3, 532, 512 

1,427,924 

1,329,767 

571,258 

369, 109 

404, 351 

164,853 

214,398 

356, 374 

174,418 

63, 948 

71,244 

54,037 

30,937 

11,176 

40, 199 

906,487 


$30,075,029 

39, 693, 493 

25, 734, 821 

12,675,209 

15,880,369 

8,596,099 

4, 539, 556 

0,813,775 

2,  514, 895 

1,625,601 

2,068,412 

1,788,501 

3,345,392 

1,677,091 

2,711,507 

1,417,711 

808, 596 

817, 660 

356, 399 

191,360 

218,970 

140,094 

867,417 

175,622 

■     46, 730 

54,935 

8,434 

35, 450 

25,857 

3,005 

34,457 

804, 241 


$46, 968, 238 

31,886,695 

2, 202, 507 

7, 205, 798 

23,143,815 

7,219,814 

251,014 

6,382,041 

2, 147, 748 

189,821 

1,551,623 

2,707,329 

3,093,329 

2,107,927 

2, 406, 520 

998,480 

1,283,138 

1,194,186 

638, 721 

60, 146 

97, 708 

169,472 

260, 208 

323, 860 

52, 483 

17,713 

15, 751 

3,439 

172 

14,281 

103,063 

1,051,984 


257, 484, 906 


307, 865, 169 


326, 025, 511 


165, 746, 688 


145,749,024 


As  previouslv  stated,  the  year  1913  was  an  abnormal  one  in  the 
import  trade  in  the  sense  that  prosperity  encouraged  merchants  to 
far  greater  importations  than  the  country  required,  with  very  liberal 
credit  terms  granted  by  European  exporters.  The  advent  of  the 
European  war  found  Brazil  still  overstocked  and  that  fact  alone  is 
what  saved  the  situation,  from  the  Brazilian  view'point,  when  the 
accustomed  European  supplies  ceased  so  suddenly. 

The  United  States  had  always  been  Brazil's  chief  customer,  but 
its  trade  balance  with  this  Republic  had  ahvays  been  unfavorable, 
for,  while  Brazil  sold  the  bulk  of  its  coffee  and  rubber  to  the  United 
States,  it  usually  looked  to  Europe  for  its  manufactured  products. 
The  United  States  had  been  steadily  gaining  ground  for  some  time 
before  the  European  war,  how^ever.  In  1911,  1912,  and  1913  the 
United  States  had  stood  third,  following  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
in  the  import  trade  into  Brazil ;  in  1914  it  led  Germany ;  and  in  1915, 
for  the  first  time,  the  United  States  also  passed  Great  Britain,  fur- 
nishing 32.2  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  the  country. 

Great  Britain's  exports  to  Brazil  were  on  the  decline  even  before 
the  war,  in  the  face  of  organized  German  competition.  Five  years 
ago  the  United  Kingdom  had  a  great  lead  over  all  its  competitors.  In 
1911  it  had  supplied  almost  as  much  to  Brazil  as  the  United  States 
and  Germany  put  together. 

The  imports  from  Belgium,  at  one  time  one  of  Brazil's  most  impor- 
tant suppliers  of  railw'ay,  bridge,  and  construction  material,  have 
decreased  from  more  than  $10,000,000  per  annum  in  value  before 
the  war  to  $250,000  during  1915. 
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Brazilian  Import  Trade  by  Ports. 

The  import  trade  of  Brazil,  classified  by  ports  of  destination,  is 
to  a  certain  extent,  a  fair  barometer  of  the  prosperity  of  the  various 
States  of  the  Brazilian  Union  and  serves  as  a  guide  to  the  relative 
importance  of  the  various  commercial  gateways  of  the  extensive  line 
of  Brazilian  coast. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  through  which  4G  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
of  the  country  passed  in  1914,  received  42  per  cent  in  1915.  It  still 
remains  by  far  the  greatest  distributing  point  of  foreign  imported 
merchandise. 

Santos  in  1015  handled  27  per  cent  of  the  imports  for  distribution 
through  its  hinterland,  which  consists  chiefly  of  the  prosperous  State 
of  Sao  Paulo,  for  which  it  is  the  port  of  entry. 

Pernambuco  stands  third  on  the  list,  with  slightly  less  than 
$10,000,000  credited  to  it,  and  its  imports  are  indicative  of  the  gen- 
erally sound  and  prosperous  conditions  which  prevail  there,  even 
under  the  present  world  strain. 

Parti,  on  the  contrary,  received  but  one-third  of  the  values  which, 
as  the  chief  port  of  the  Amazon,  it  was  accustomed  to  receive  three 
years  ago. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  Brazil  during  the  last 
five  years,  classified  by  ports  of  entry : 


Tort. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

$93,659,649 
62, 530, 248 
17, 345, 365 
15,403,168 
13,108,537 
10, 422, 837 
8,125,129 
7, 434, 573 
4,271,716 
3, 679, 268 
3,090,152 
81,414,264 

$120,150,961 
80,478,771 
15,851,231 
15,331,373 
16, 815, 881 
11,523,111 
7,423,431 
7,773,967 
4,155,035 
5,553,690 
3,231,683 
19, 576, 055 

$126,957,809 
88, 376, 191 
19, 555, 670 
13,927,110 
17,710,746 
12,154,548 
6,395,743 
8, 968, 027 
4,624,105 
4, 634, 389 
2, 776, 857 
19,944,316 

$67, 016, 888 

40,090,257 

13, 305, 291 

5,913,334 

8, 549, 262 

7,048,172 

3, 134, 294 

4,947,542 

1,399,372 

1,962,522 

1,498,572 

10,881,182 

$61,048,272 

39,221,704 

9, 957, 379 

I'ara          

5,627,120 

7,543,703 

4, 812, 665 

2,926,068 

3,796,023 

971,497 

791,168 

1, 249,.  083 

7, 802, 342 

Total  

257,484,906 

307, 865, 189 

326,025,511 

165, 746, 688 

145,749,024 

Imports  by  Classes  of  Goods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  and  their  value 
into  Brazil  during  1913  (the  year  preceding  the  war)  and  1915 
(a  whole  year  under  war  conditions)  and  the  principal  country  of 
origin : 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


ARMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 

Rifles,  revolvers,  pistols, 
and  other  firearms: 

Total 

United   States 

Germany , 

Belgium 

Great    Britain , 

Lead  bullets,  shot,  fuses, 
and  cartridges : 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

France 


1913 


$4,315,327 

540,076 

2,757,930 

657,613 

26,609 


1,536,734 
479,057 
722,620 
228.716 


1915 


$3,115,007 

99, 761 

43 

691 

'.■,864 


406,815 

336, 167 

268 

53,549 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


BUEADSTUFF-S. 

Flours   and    meals,    un 
enumerated: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Switzerland 

Wheat: 

Total 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Canada 


1913 


$152, 064 
26,963 
29, 333 
29,329 


15,974,;?57 
192,052 

15,538,651 

3,247 

164,281 


1915 


$69,521 

25, 178 

18,641 

1,853 


20, 534, 816 

2,985,403 

17,544,333 

5,039 
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Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


BREABSTUFFs— continued. 

Wheat  flour: 

Total 

United  States 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Austria-Hungary. . 


COTTON, 


MANUFACTURES 
OF. 


Piece  goods,  bleached: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Piece  goods,  unbleached: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Piece  goods,  dyed: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britaia 

Belgium 

Germany 

Italy 

France 

Piece  goods,  printed: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Piece  goods,  unenumer- 
ated: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Italy 

Belgium 

France 

Switzerland 

Austria-Hungary 

Manufactures  ot  cotton, 
unenumeratod: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Switzerland 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy 

Wearing  apparel: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Great  Britain 

Hosiery: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

COAL,  ETC. 

Coal: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Patent  fuel: 

Total 

Great  Britain 

CLOCKS  AND  WATCHES. 

Clocks: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Alarm  clocks: 

Total 

Germany 

United  States 


1913 


$10,362,222 

3,943,870 

5,807,052 

325,136 

98, 154 


1,371,614 

12, 784 

1,182,482 

190, 208 

3,358 

175,389 

2,511,213 
35, 164 

2,212,463 
54,029 
67, 616 
46,580 
55, 082 

459, 288 

2, 063 

391, 290 


7,938,318 

81,906 

4,710,881 

1,212,908 

561,600 

377,945 

399,585 

269,916 

218, 072 


3,742,268 
96, 167 
954,606 
1, 128, 312 
420,567 
252,412 
169, 853 
73, 178 

1,122,453 
41,490 
263,998 
237,421 
234,060 
184, 178 

359, 806 

5,152 

282, 723 

47, 272 


19,505,068 
2, 162, 098 
16, 570, 780 

2,668,068 
2, 657, 368 


179,093 
91,922 
63,411 

55, 676 
31,347 
20, 746 


$9,639,973 

6,055,830 

3, 198, 846 

243, 757 


454,371 

3,334 

397,596 

29,642 

330 

25, 841 

880, 322 
7,406 

824, 021 

554 

9,134 

8,572 

7,865 

89, 922 

1,145 

85, 032 


2,572,814 

98, 146 

2,100,218 

40, 733 

109, 762 

3,227 

145,099 

5,089 

6,224 


1,107,825 
100, 952 
43, 192 
583,504 
160, 607 
83, 438 
9,911 
59, 320 

366,901 
34,440 
24,916 
24,587 
72, 196 
89, 888 

120,850 
34,631 
39, 921 
25, 105 


13,013,744 
6,773,302 
6, 206, 630 

1,241,183 
1,241,183 


32, 173 

30, 808 

473 

32,116 

1,896 

24,113 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


CLOCKS  AND  WATCUES— 

continued. 

Watches: 

Total 

United  States 

Switzerland 

Germany 

CHEMICALS  AND  DRUGS. 

Calcium  carbide: 

Total 

United  States ... 

Norway.. 

Capsules,  pills,  and  glo- 
bules (medicinal): 

Total 

United  States 

France 

Chemical  products  and 
medicines,  unenumer- 
ated: 

Total 

United  States 

Fjance 

Germany 

Great  Britian 

Italy 

Portugal 

CARS,  CARRIAGES,  MOTOR 
CARS,  ETC. 

Railway  cars: 

Total 

United  States 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Axles,  wheels,  and  acces- 
sories for  railway  cars: 

Total ." , 

United  States , 

Germany , 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Carriages  and  other  vehi- 
cles, unenumerated: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Axles,  wheels,  and  acces- 
sories for  carriages  and 
other  vehicles: 
■  Total 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Motor  cars: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Switzerland 

Motor-car  accessories: 

Total 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

ELECTRICAL  MACHINERY 
AND  SUPPLIES. 

Cable: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 


1913 


$247,936 

10, 230 

219,219 

7,552 


425, 472 
35, 709 
234, 880 


50, 865 
26,578 
14,213 


4,890,239 
426, 820 
1,701,278 
1,347,719 
955, 098 
186,948 
110,845 


9,176,676 
2, 717, 750 
4, 058, 695 
2,077,020 
177, 958 


1,198,999 
236, 607 
243, 676 
440,424 
253, 197 


324,935 

198, 423 

19, 972 

34, 885 


93,3.33 
19, 935 
24,744 

28, 825 

4,684,069 
795, 754 
1,020,675 
1, 555, 232 
587,711 
225, 335 
133,222 
242, 945 

.534,850 
104,118 
162, 463 
137, 170 
68, 231 
38,044 


822, 870 
162,317 
408, 002 
106, 578 


1915 


$41,566 

2,243 

33,426 

865 


171,907 
104,685 
49, 106 


13,807 
2,037 
10, 461 


3,660,919 
981,374 
986, 215 
102, 723 

1,124,509 
157, 855 
152, 650 


ISO, 425 
71,564 


108, 185 


207, 658 

134,484 

3,435 

68, 613 


40,413 

31,493 

150 

2,771 


8,602 

3, 955 

523 

559 

190,358 
123,390 
2,261 
20,044 
21, 189 
10,924 

""4,' 585 

105,561 
39, 778 
26,839 
1,011 
12,307 
9,041 


208,559 

202, 625 

734 

21 


BKAZIL. 
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Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


ELECTRICAL    MACHINERY 

AND  SUPPLIES— contd. 

Insulators: 

Total $198,0.59 

United  States (13,71S 

Germany 103,972 

Machinery: 

Total 3,347,249 

United  States 1,595, 849 

Germany 788,725 

Great  Britain 074, 399 

France 120,512 

FISS. 

Codfish: 

Total 8,158,150 

United  States 300,810 

Newfoundland 3, 819, 806 

Norway 2,325,081 

Canada 1,081,057 

Great  Britain 460,220 

Preserved  fish  and  fish 
extracts: 

Total 1,375,177 

United  States 108, 544 

Portugal 809,433 

Italy „ 107,844 

France 05,425 

FRriTS. 

Dried  fruits: 

Total - 640,135 

United  States 22, 090 

France ;  20^ 

Spain 250,787 

Fresh  fruits: 

Total 873,022 

United  States 223, 905 

Portugal 305,234 

Spain 149,545 

Argentina 153,978 

Preserved  fruits  and  fruit 
extracts: 

Total 47,357 

United  States 20, 533 

France 13,467 

GLASS. 

Bottles: 

Total 005,015 

United  States 33, 030 

Germany 498,988 

Holland 36, 005 

Tumblers  and  goblets: 

Total 73,025 

United  States 11,237 

Germany 35,280 

Austria-Hungary 15, 213 

Flasks  and  pots: 

Total 206,920 

United  States 24,857 

Germany 114,197 

France 61,333 

■R'indow  glass: 

Total 701,721 

United  States 4,105 

Belgium 437,537 

Great  Britain 173,088 

SCIENririC  DJSTBTJMENTS . 

Dental  instruments: 

Total 256,561 

United  States 197,737 

Great  Britain 32,281 

Germany 18,812 

Optical  instruments: 

Total 103,445 

United  States 25,430 

France 30,078 

Germany 21,982 


1913 


«32, 001 

23, 820 

4,297 

091,329 
401,092 

22, 139 
137,319 

29, 010 


6,124,093 
294,200 
3,343,328 
1,215,871 
1,119,635 
301,768 


486, 508 
58, 030 

268, 026 
38, 749 
41,8a4 


299,318 
10, 969 
69,512 

151, 755 

453, 832 

114,091 

162, 497 

84,341 

79, 737 


15, 590 
7,167 
2,325 


71,878 

29,312 

2,554 

10, 452 

12,988 

7,434 

2,230 

469 

33, 369 

10,066 

1,854 

9,053 

410,040 

189, 884 

2,415 

115,131 


141,177 

111,816 

24, 133 

1,556 

30,412 

17,259 

0,418 

1,077 


Articles  and  country  of 
orighi. 


SQENTIFIC  INSTRUMENTS— 

continued. 

Surgical  instruments  and 
goods : 

Total 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Scientifip  instruments: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Great  Britein 

IRON    ANS   STEEL,    MANU- 
FACTLTiES  OF. 

Bicycles: 

Total 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Italy 

France 

Cutler  v: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Enameled  ware: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Galvanized  corrugated 
sheets: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Iron  bars,  rods,  plates, 
and  sheets: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Sweden 

Iron,  cast,  pig,  puddled, 
and  filings: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Electric  motors: 

Total 

T'nitcd  States 

(iermany 

Great  Britain 

Switzerland 

Stationary  engines: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Machinery,  agricultural: 

Total". 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Machinery,  industrial: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Machinery,unenumerated; 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

( Iermany 

France 


$218, 865 

IS,  747 

111,771 

64, 293 

483.. 504 

118,223 

174,439 

84,472 

76, 540 


174,222 
18,807 
78, 053 
35, 144 
27, 733 
12, 835 

1,215,924 
168, 906 
582, 979 
339, 309 
102, 066 

502, 704 
1 7, 855 

397, 542 
54, 657 


1,852,378 
114,328 

1, 466, 338 
144, 423 


1, 845, 706 
57, 696 
669, 640 
421,034 
490, 232 
115,395 


546, 426 
25, 788 

497. 773 

597, 428 

214,014 

168,095 

94,S65 

37, 986 

324, 017 
9,963 
74, 913 

227, 954 

467, 937 

229,275 

117, 834 

69, 415 

3,024,784 

208. 774 
938, 527 

1,251,815 

939, 557 

47, 367 

8,588,3093 
2, 187, 488 
2, 184,  €16 
2.-532,481 
968, 845 


$05,033 

18, 156 

32,6(17 

0, 745 

78,383 
27,099 
11,100 
8, 505 
14,411 


18, 446 
5,824 
7, 643 

'""3,222 
1,722 

314,622 
152,289 

25,262 
102, 884 

25, 515 

93, 172 
35,520 
11,800 
29, 658 


468, 934 

256,257 

191,829 

5,025 


352, 029 
159,  m? 
10,365 
140, 196 

'  '25,' 726 


70, 026 

7,605 

62, 320 

78,890 
39, 535 

7,186 
12, 796 

5,239 


87, 272 

64, 343 

609 

11,166 

551,325 
110,652 
360,800 
12,567 
18, 571 
16, 535 

1,328,669 

551,251 

371,210 

37, 370 

123, 362 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMEKCE    REPORTS. 


Articles  an'J  country  of 
origin. 


IRON  AND  STEEL,  MANU- 
FACTURES OF — contd. 

Machinery,  unenumer- 
ated — Continued. 

Beljriuni 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Holland 

Eails,  fish  plates,  and 
railway  accessories: 

Total , 

United  States , 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain , 

Scales: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany , 

Great  Britain 

Sewing  machines: 

Total , 

United  States 

Germ.any 

Great  Britain , 

Steel  bars  and  rods: 

Total , 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Iron  superstructure  for 
building: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Belg'inm 

Franr'e 

Tubes,  fines,  and  fittings 

Total." .\. 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Typewriters  and  acces- 
sories: 

Tot:il 

United  States 

Germany 

Telegraph  ahd  telephone 
posts,  bridge  and  fence 
material: 

Total 

United  States 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Manufactures  of  iron  and 
steel,  inienumcrated: 

Total 

Umtied  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

LEATHER,  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES OF. 

Boots  and  shoes: 

Total 

United  States 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Sole  leather: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Skins  and  hides  tanned  or 
otherwise  prepared: 

Total. 

United  States 


1913 


$101,957 
198,712 
109,936 
38,881 


11,230,845 
1,957,579 
2, 786, 429 
3, 672, 825 
2, 019, 087 
718, 431 

146,689 
57, 622 
45, 854 
27,  750 

2,714,097 

1,859,675 

692, 304 

147,  £00 

731,510 
54,941 

326,173 
71,238 


4, 532,  563 
610,492 

2, 040, 870 
643.922 
614,  R59 
567, 505 

4,  40?,  244 

365, 1S2 

1,GH.654 

l,."i()7,  7S4 

632,130 


361,430 

':r-;7,  oni 

01,190 


1,864,619 
253,  r;30 
587,315 
431, 270 
444,793 
91,840 


4, 498, 750 

410, 059 

1,636,988 

1,563,583 

472, 178 


784, 

569, 

118, 

17, 

46, 

38! 


950. 3  !0 


1915 


315 
249 


139 
12, 989 
52, 079 

32, 078 

21,381 

840 

8,626 

152, 416 

117,870 

22,150 

2,910 

67, 446 

11,519 

51, 647 

370 


262, 080 

132,520 

29, 409 

80,103 

137 

8,852 

1,414,244 

458, 295 

785, 487 

67, 761 

4, 435 


90, 983 

87, 976 

790 


137,  SS6 
41,211 


91,231 

818 

4 


858,339 
231,478 
460, 826 
59, 888 
42  242 


151, 

130, 

4, 

3, 

3, 
1, 


2, 753, 
1,614, 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


LEATHER,  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES OF— contd. 

Skins  and  hides  tanned  or 
otherwise  prepared — 
Continued. 

Germany 

France 

Great  Britain 

Manufactures  of  skin  and 
leather,  unenumerated. 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 


MEAT  AND  DAIRY 
PRODUCTS. 

Bacon: 

Total , 

United  States , 

Condensed  milk: 

Total , 

United  States , 

Switzerland 

Hams: 

Total 

United  States , 

Great  Britain , 

Lard: 

Total ".... 

United  States , 

Preserved  meats  and 
meat  extracts: 

Total 

United  States , 

Portugal 

Italy 

France 

MU.SICAL         INSTRUMENTS 
AND  ACCESSORIES. 

Phonographs  and  acces- 
sories: 

Total 

United  States , 

Germany , 

Pianos: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

NAVAL  STORES. 

Rosin: 

Total , 

United  States 

Tar  and  pitch: 

H3otal 

United  States 

Germany 

OILS,  MINERAL  AND  VEGE- 
TABLE. 

Gasoline: 

Total 

United  States 

Kerosene: 

Total 

United  States 

Lubricating  oils: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Russia 


1913 


n,  025, 865 
9S2, 196 
35S,  077 


479,518 
36, 987 
117,594 
128,634 
104,894 


225, 881 
192, 086 

1,422,669 

4, 986 

1,268,443 

567, 353 

6,550 

507,812 

147,546 
92, 160 


275, 484 
7, 876 

106,032 
85, 051 
35, 868 


149,414 
45,010 
95,043 

634,898 
89, 133 

439,481 
75,641 


1,  425, 013 
1,380,710 

25,500 

508 

13, 977 


2, 499, 630 
2, 470, 624 

4, 707,  294 
4, 602, 489 

1,587,342 

1,062,408 

162,061 

135,308 

75,100 


1915 


$137,  C98 
431,026 
237,303 


194,985 
14,554 

3,624 
129, 304 

4,590 


44,200 
27, 219 

741,503 
123,884 
591, 653 

299,112 

18,:562 

270, 223 

23,912 
15,863 


71, 1.55 
8,857 
15.  671 
21;  207 
12, 669 


15, 884 
8,947 
4,513 

69, 133 
32,960 
15, 687 
10,951 


1,147,659 
1,121,566 

11,401 

3, 008 

143 


1,489,614 
1,473,115 

4, 325,  288 
4,  221, 799 

1,210,719 

1,064,317 

99,252 

693 

280 


BRAZIL. 
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Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


PAPER,  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES OF. 

Cardboard  and  millboard: 

Total 

United  States 

Germans 

Holland 

Playing  cards: 

"Total _ 

United  States 

Germany 

Printing  paper: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Sweden 

Norway 

Holland 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

Stationery,  oflice  and 
school: " 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Writing  paper: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Italy...". 

Austria-Hungary 

VEGETABLES. 

Green  and  dried  veceta- 
bles: 

Total 

United  States 

Spain 

Germany 

Preserved  vegetables  and 
vegetable  e.xtracts: 

Total 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

Portugal 

"WOOD,  AND  MANUFAC- 
TURES OF. 

Furniture: 

Total 

Unit(v.l  .Slates 

Auitria-Kungary 

Germany 

France . ". 

Great  Britain 

Pine  blocks,  planks,  and 
boards: 

Total 

Unit  od  States 

Sweden 

Canada 

Staves  and  hoops: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Wood  of  all  kinds,  rough, 
sawed,  planed,  and 
veneered; 

Total 

United  States 

Paraguay 

Norway 

Sweden 

India 

Germany 

Belgium 


$,526,r)3S 

4;:m3 

298,310 
103, 138 

8,306 
4,678 
1,788 

2,385,947 
19,583 
917,234 
326, 156 
447, 547 
248,980 
137, 552 
77,877 


407,637 
51,825 

191,032 
79,471 
61.175 

475,048 
11,232 

263,  701 
64.660 
50,454 


44,268 

27 

20,712 

9,813 


.HI,  003 
3,513 
188,484 
114,947 
98, 649 


S43.231 
90,3.53 

:385,360 
97.790 

139.2.54 
44.487 


3,48S,.555 

3, 300,  .509 

182,388 

48, 181 

237,981 

2,315 

1,57.  a82 

52, 737 


4]0,.395 

12,641 

9, 215 

7,004 

28,053 

6,352 

32,014 

220,978 


1915 


1145, 138 
14,970 
25, 105 
47,422 

4,019 
2,577 


2, 070,  .530 
311,432 
100, 189 
407, 619 
895,709 
75, 108 
623 
172,838 


96,827 
27, 120 
10,157 
30,818 
13,973 

207, 236 
17,446 
17,592 
94.824 

684 


65. 889 

1,752 

38.858 

233 


1S9, 1.5S 
2,810 
93,561 
35,646 
37,969 


86.180 
26,500 
12,332 
2,413 
19,675 
10. 708 


648,827 

609,575 

24,125 

12,30* 

41,419 
1,925 
1,077 

29, 591 


65,403 

1,258 

2,445 

14,051 

.30,268 

13,440 

74 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Asphalt; 

Total 

United  States 

Italy 

Boot  blacking: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Cement: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

Cordage,  jute,  and  hemp: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Emery  stone  and  glass 
powder: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Hats: 

Total 

United  States 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

France 

Ink,  printing: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Fi"ance 

Ink,  writing: 

Total 

L'nited  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Lightinij  apparatus: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain    

Mills: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Nails,  staples,  screw.-,  and 
rivets: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

ParafTm: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Photographic  apparatus 
and  accessories: 

Total 

l'nited  States 

Germany 

France 

Presses: 

Total 

United  States 

(ireat  Britain 

Germany 

Piunps,  hydraulic,  and 
accessories: 

Total 

Tnited  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 


1913 


$301,210 
67,  .597 
167,128 

81,648 
2.5,910 
25. 098 
25,318 

7,119.210 
765,023 
2,978,914 
1,918,481 
906,  .531 
110,639 
175,035 

126, 100 
10,238 
.55, 205 
28,340 
10, 898 


12.573 
242 

8,242 

301,578 
2,344 

16;i,678 
19,804 
84,683 

124,701 
16,377 
70, 763 
32,864 

39, 312 
3,. 309 

24,471 

494, 039 
48, 662 
238, 223 
105, 074 

146. S22 
14.266 
43, 035 

51,875 


403,906 
100, 749 
136. 328 
97,607 
30, C61 

79,061 
15, 587 
35,368 
16,969 


288, 745 
74, 587 
84,923 
71,990 

61,430 
6, 170 
25, 303 

22, 879 


4.50, 184 
126,730 
130,074 
96,961 


384,923 
23,820 
22,982 

39,371 
IS,  169 
14,, 501 
3,360 

2,611,315 

1,180,501 

84,667 

678,024 

6,012 

.511,143 

50, 504 

1,743 
731 


1,012 


2,190 
433 
263 

131,251 
1,529 

102, 300 
4,090 
21 , 535 

72, 612 

23,653 

.5,494 

29, 151 

20, 941 
4, 551 
13,112 

72. 228 

32;  1.50 

6,274 

23,424 

24.183 
5, 829 
12, 819 

3,480 


1.59,992 

101,638 

41,677 

3,630 

4,916 

76, 442 

.56, 484 

19, 140 

43 


140,203 

73,069 

.5,449 

7,971 

7, 559 

5, 108 

1, 708 

328 


84,571 

42,  .368 

25,278 

.5,339 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS— Contd. 

Pipe,  lead: 

Total 

Ignited  States 

( ireat  Britain 

Christofle  and  plated  ware 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Paints,  prepared: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Rubber,  manufactures  of: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Franco 

Soap,  imscented: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Starch: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany , 

Great  Britain 

Beleium 

Salt: 

Total , 

United  States , 

Spain 

Great  Britain 

Tallow  and  grease: 

Total...". 

United  States 

Argentina 

Great  Britain , 

Tin  plate  in  sheets: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Manufactures  of  tin  plate: 

Total 

United  States 

Germanj' 

France 


1913 


$38, 480 

137 

34,421 

77,  881 

1,682 

31,571 

33, 343 

667, 565 
128,025 
325, 447 
111,409 
44,815 

659, 309 

80, 445 

187,772 

236, 734 

82, 327 

273,062 
46,420 

169, 572 
38, 653 

205,412 

926 

71,950 

61, 660 

51, 699 

770, 902 

545 

270,  459 

162, 803 

86,319 

2, 247 

35,315 

14, 057 

2,  C53, 982 

244, 788 
1, 689, 077 

76,  205 
6,  ISO 

49, 970 
5,063 


1915 


$6, 360 


5,316 

18,413 
3,234 

10,346 
2,598 

300, 695 

106, 236 

172,487 

3,219 

8,171 

248, 745 
71,389 
3,436 
67, 227 
57, 991 

146, 820 

31,  859 

84,886 

2,062 

75,338 

4,744 

102 

48, 988 
4,001 

678,142 

10, 635 

186. 481 

188, 180 

1,016,628 

90,547 

693,211 

14, 039 

1,549,849 
958, 862 
556, 692 

25, 327 

14,  434 

1,937 

2,390 


Articles  and  country  of 
origin. 


MISCELLANEOUS— contd. 

Tents,  military  and  civil, 
field  beds,  and  portable 
hospitals: 

Total „ 

United  States ^ 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Type,  printer's: 

Total 

Uni  ted  States 

Germany 

Italy 

France 

Tobacco,  leaf: 

Total 

United  States 

Holland 

Turkey  in  Europe. . . 

China." 

Cuba 

Varnislres: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Wire,  copper: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Groat  Britain 

Wire,  iron  and  steel: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Belgium 

Great  Britain 

Belting: 

Total 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

D3Tiamite: 

Total 

United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Franco 


1913 


131,039 
1,907 
1,386 
11,930 
13, 176 

235, 073 
6,733 

123, 579 
69, 223 
27, 763 

386, 009 
100, 136 
60, 805 
30,818 
40, 202 
16,012 

214,636 
73,958 
137,  472 

166, 390 
33,935 
84, 064 
25,082 

1, 543, 978 

144,653 

1,113,238 

72, 264 
109,  214 

372, 280 
36, 943 

211,214 
51,871 
58,042 

382, 019 
12,617 
36,911 

313,830 
18, 629 


1915 


§2,057 
1,829 


228 

16,419 

293 

3, 030 

11,593 
167 

352, 201 

110,518 

7,193 

13, 799 

72,098 

5,378 

88, 329 
46, 715 
34, 780 

67, 586 

57,250 

330 

8,093 

738, 179 
607, 270 

17, 292 
350 

SO,  762 

196,393 

68, 999 

121,066 

2, 693 

833 

107,594 


97, 649 


There  has  been  a  notable  decrease  in  the  imports  of  arms  and 
ammunition  into  BraziL     In  1913  tlie  figure  was  nearly  $5,000,000, 
and  in  1915  it  dropped  to  $115,007,  of  which  the  United  States  fur- 
nished the  greater  part. 
American  Wheat  and  Wheat  Flour — Cotton  Textiles. 

"\"\lieat  and  wheat  flour  alone  represented  one-fifth  of  the  total  im- 
ports of  the  Republic  during  1915.  The  total  imports  of  these  two 
products  was  even  larger  in  1915  than  it  had  been  during  either  1913 
or  1914;  but  owing  to  the  increased  production  of  the  domestic 
Brazilian  fl_our  mills,  which  use  imported  wheat  solely,  and  because 
of  the  fact  that  flour  became  cheaper  in  this  market  during  certain 
periods  of  1915  (when  freight  rates  on  cargo  shipments  of  wheat 
were  .such  as  to  make  it  preferable  to  import  the  wheat  and  mill  it 
here  rather  than  to  import  the  bagged  or  barreled  flour,  which  pays 
higher  freights),  the  slight  decrease  in  the  values  of  manufactured 
flour  imported  w^as  more  than  offset  by  an  increase  in  the  imports  of 
whole  wheat  from  abroad.  Argentina  still  holds  the  greater  part  of 
the  trade  in  whole  wheat.    The  United  States,  however,  has  greatly 
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increased  its  shipments  of  flour  since  1913,  when  it  supplied  but  one- 
third  of  the  entire  supply  of  foreign  wheat  flour.  In  1915  American 
mills  furnished  $6,055,830  worth,  or  two-thirds  of  the  entire  imports. 

Cotton  textiles  of  the  finer  grades,  which  Brazil  has  not  j-et  been 
able  to  produce  for  itself  although  it  has  a  thriving  domestic  textile 
industry,  have  been  almost  entirely  obtained  from  Great  Britain. 
The  great  decrease  in  imports  in  1914,  which  was  still  further  ac- 
centuated in  1915,  accounts  in  a  measure  for  the  marked  falling  ofl' 
of  the  general  import  figures  from  Great  Britain.  Nor  have  the 
American  mills  apparently  made  any  really  serious  effort  to  supplant 
British  cotton  goods  in  the  Brazilian  market.  It  is  evident  that 
there  is  at  present  a  marked  scarcity  of  certain  grades  of  the  finer 
cotton  textiles,  but  local  merchants  claim  that  these  can  not  be 
profitably  obtained  from  the  United  States  as  the  American  mills 
are  uncompromising  in  matters  of  pattern  and  style,  shortness  of 
standard  dyes,  and  will  not  consent  to  use  the  metric  system,  nor 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  local  intricate  problems  of  tariff  classi- 
fication upon  which  the  success  or  failure  of  a  shipment  so  often 
de])ends. 
The  Coal  Trade  Situation — Drugs  and  Chemicals. 

It  is  true  that  many  representatives  of  American  coal  companies 
visited  Brazil  during  1915  and  that  much  coal  was  sold  here,  but 
these  conditions  were  due  largely  to  the  British  embargoes,  the  lack 
of  carriers,  and  other  impediments.  Brazil  found  that  it  could  not 
produce  coal,  and  that  its  railways,  its  industries,  and  its  coastAvise 
shipping  trade  can  not  entirely  substitute  wood  nor  oil  for  coal  fuel. 
The  great  coal  famine  here  has  not  been  caused  by  the  increased  price 
of  coal  abroad,  but  by  the  scarcity  of  bottoms,  so  that  at  present 
(April,  1916).  of  the  total  cost  of  the  coal  delivered  here,  more,  than 
SO  per  cent  of  the  price  is  purely  the  freight  charge.  As  to  the  re- 
tention of  the  trade  after  the  war,  it  is  hoped  that  American  mer- 
chants may  yet  learn  to  apply  the  same  skill  to  this  question  as  they 
have  in  the  upbuilding  of  so  many  of  their  home  industries.  With- 
out ])ermanent  coal  deposits,  such  as  our  British  competitors  have 
had  here  and  on  other  coasts  for  many  years,  there  is  little  hope  of 
our  retaining  this  trade  long. 

[The  later  reports  on  the  coal  situation  in  Brazil  were  published  in  Com- 
merce Repokts  for  Jan.  20,  Feb.  3,  and  M.-iy  G,  1916.] 

Brazil  is  a  large  consumer  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  the  necessity 
of  which  may  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  the  imports  showed  no 
material  decrease  in  1915.  The  United  States  has  tripled  its  busi- 
ness in  these  products,  and  during  1915  furnished  about  25  per  cent 
of  the  total  imported.  Great  scarcity  of  innumerable  German  drug 
products,  which  before  the  war  came  at  low  prices,  well  packed,  and 
on  long  credit  terms,  is  evident;  and  here  again  American  exporters 
seem  not  to  have  awakened  to  the  future  trade  in  this  line. 
Decreased  Imports  of  Railway  Stock,  Motor  Vehicles,  Machinery,  Etc. 

There  Avas  a  large  decrease  in  the  imports  of  railway  cars  and 
accessories.  All  projected  railway  extensions  have  been  stopped  and 
the  Brazilian  railways  have  got  along  as  well  as  possible  by  repair- 
ing their  existing  rolling  stock.  American  railway  car  and  locomo- 
tive companies  are  well  represented  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  if  there 
had  been  any  important  business  to  be  had  it  would  not  have  been 
lost  to  our  competitors. 
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European  motor  vehicles  had  so  entrenched  themselves  in  this  mar- 
ket that  it  is  difficult  to  dislodge  them.  Brazil  overstocked  in  private 
automobiles  durine;  1913.  In  consequence  the  total  imports  (which 
Avere  nearly^  $5,000,000  in  1913)  (decreased  to  $190,358  in  1915,  of 
which  the  llnited  States  furnished  $123,390  worth. 

Imports  of  electrical  materials,  machinery,  cable,  insulators,  etc.,  like 
other  construction  materials,  have  suffered,  since  no  important  nnder- 
takings  requiring  these  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

The  elimination  of  Belgium,  formerly  Brazil's  largest  supplier  in 
the  window-glass  trade,  has  diverted  the  business  in  this  line  to  the 
United  States.  Although  the  total  imports  decreased  from  $761,721 
in  1913  to  $416,040  in  1915,  the  United  States  supplied  $189,884  of 
the  total  during  the  latter  year  as  contrasted  with  $4,105  during  1913. 

Dental,  optical,  surgical,  and  scientific  goods  have  all  materially 
decreased  in  importance  among  the  imports,  and  with  the  exception 
of  surgical  instruments,  which  were  principally  supplied  by  France, 
the  United  States  led  in  the  trade  in  all  of  these  articles  during  1915. 

Although  the  total  imports  of  galvanized  corrugated  sheets,  iron 
bars,  rods,  plates,  and  sheets  decreased,  in  each  of  these  items  the 
United  States  increased  its  exports  to  Brazil  as  compared  with 
previous  years. 

Machinery,  industrial  and  unenumerated,  which  during  normal 
years  amounts  to  about  $10,000,000,  in  1915  totaled  less  than  20  per 
cent  of  that  figure.    Of  this  the  United  States  furnished  a  fair  share. 

The  imports  of  steel  rails,  fishplates,  and  accessories  diminished 
from  more  than  $11,000,000  in  1913  to  but  slightly  over  $300,000  in 
1915.    Of  the  latter  figure  the  United  States  furnished  $249,243. 
The  Footwear.  Oil,  and  Paper  Imports. 

Foreign  footwear  is  at  present  limited  to  the  best  grades  of  shoes. 
The  Brazilian  factories  are  constantly  increasing  their  sales  in  the 
domestic  trade.  The  imports  declined  to  $151,035  in  value  in  1915. 
The  high  tariff  makes  it  impossible  for  common  grades  of  foreign 
footwear  to  compete  with  the  native  article. 

Naval  stores,  gasoline,  kerosene,  and  lubricating  oils,  in  which  four 
important  articles  the  United  States  dominates  the  trade  here,  have 
not  fallen  off  in  proportion  to  the  general  decline  of  imports,  and 
this  particular  item,  which  amounts  to  nearly  $8,000,000  from  the 
ITnited  States  alone,  forms  a  considerable  share  of  our  total  trade 
with  Brazil. 

The  trade  in  all  kinds  of  paper,  except  the  coarser  grades  of 
wrapping  paper,  forms  a  considerable  import  trade,  in  Mdiich  Ger- 
many, before  the  war,  was  the  chief  supplier.  The  exports  of  print- 
ing paper  from  the  United  States  to  Brazil  during  1915  were  much- 
larger  than  in  1913,  and  yet  American  paper  onl}^  represented  15  per 
cent  of  the  total  imports,  while  Norw\ay  and  Sweden  each  exceeded 
the  American  share.  Here  again  an  unusual  opportunity  presents 
itself  for  laying  the  foundations  of  a  permanent  trade. 
Decreased  Trade  in  Building  Materials. 

The  stagnation  of  building  operations  in  the  country  is  again 
shown  bv  the  decreased  imports  of  pine  lumber  from  $3,488,555  in 
1913  to  $648,827  in  1915.  The  United  States  still  holds  the  greater 
part  of  the  trade. 

The  figures  for  cement  also  show  a  large  decrease,  for  the  imports 
during  1915  amounted  to  but  $2,011,315  as  compared  with  more  than 
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$7,000,000  two  years  before.  Imports  of  cement  have  been  impeded 
by  the  lack  of  carriers  and  the  high  freight  rates.  Orders  were 
plentiful  throughout  the  year,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  coal,  the  imports 
are  limited  by  absolute  necessity,  when  the  freight  exceeds  by  so 
much  the  cost  of  the  commodity  itself. 

The  prices  of  all  foreign  manufactured  goods  here  have  increased, 
in  some  cases  several  hundred  per  cent,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Avar.  The  closing  of  the  sources  of  supply,  the  generally  increased 
cost  of  manufacturing  abroad  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  raw  materials, 
the  lack  of  ocean  carriers,  the  curtailment  of  credits,  and,  lastl}^,  the 
decline  in  the  Brazilian  exchange,  which  in  itself  has  increased  the 
cost  of  foreign  bills  nearly  50  per  cent  over  normal  rates  and  given 
rise  to  much  speculation,  have  all  militated  against  keeping  the  im- 
ports normal. 
Transportation  and  Shipping  Facilities. 

Prior  to  a  service  inaugurated  by  the  United  States  Steel  Products 
Co.  in  1913,  the  growing  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil 
was  entirely,  for  a  period  of  20  years,  in  the  hands  of  a  system  of 
foreign  shipowners  working  in  a  triangular  route  between  Brazil, 
Europe,  and  the  United  States,  and  controlling  the  American  trade 
with  Brazil  by  a  system  of  primages  and  rebates. 

There  is,  therefore,  now  a  regular,  well-organized,  and  a  properly 
conducted  steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil, 
which  is  managed  by  the  United  States  and  Brazil  Steamship  Co. 
(a  branch  of  the  United  States  Steel  Products  Co.).  It  was  naturally 
instituted  to  carry,  ijrimarily.  the  steel  cargoes  of  this  particular 
company  to  Brazil,  and  perhaps  to  fill  its  holds  in  part  with  man- 
ganese on  the  return  voyages.  But  steel  is  what  shipping  agents 
know  as  "dense  stowing" — its  great  weight  in  relatively  small  bulk 
leaves  much  space  for  other  cargo;  and  manganese  is  never  pro- 
curable in  such  large  quantity  here  as  to  deny  cargo  space  to  much 
miscellaneous  Brazilian  merchandise. 

Besides  this  line  there  are  the  weekly  British  Lamport  &  Holt 
Line,  the  Brazilian  weekly  Lloyd  Brazileiro  Line,  and  occasional 
British  Prince  Line  steamers  plying  between  our  ports  and  Brazil. 
The  Lloyd  Brazileiro  is  a  Brazilian  cargo  and  passenger  line, 
whose  usefulness  is  in  a  measure  offset  by  the  fact  that  it  is  pri- 
marily only  an  annex  to  a  Brazilian  system  of  coast  and  interior  river 
services  and  that  it  loses  much  time  in  transit  between  the  L^nited 
States  and  Brazil  by  frequent  stops  at  small  Brazilian  coast  ports. 
Decrease  in  Foreign  Shipping. 

There  has  been  a  general  decrease  in  the  foreign  shipping  in  Bra- 
zilian ports  due  to  the  war.  In  1913  the  total  tonnaees  were  29.170,- 
259;  in  1914,  23,840.058;  and  in  1915,  19,494,771.  England,  France, 
and  Italy  have  recalled  much  of  their  shipping,  and  the  decrease  in 
the  bottoms  of  these  countries  in  1915  over  the  last  normal  year,  1913, 
is  48,  22,  and  9  per  cent,  respectively.  The  shipping  of  the  Nether- 
lands, on  the  other  hand,  increased  by  nearly  200  per  cent.  That  of 
the  United  States  increased  by  274  per  cent  in  1914  over  thc.t  of 
1913  and  by  143  per  cent  in  1915  over  1914,  thus  representing  an  in- 
crease of  803  per  cent  in  1915  over  1913.  Similar  progress  is  shown 
since  the  war  began,  although  on  a  smaller  scale,  by  Denmark.  Nor- 
way, and  Sweden.  Paraguay's  shipping  lias  more  than  doubled,  al- 
though this  is  little  more  than  a  coastwise  trade,  while  Uruguay's 
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shipping  has  declined  considerably.  Argentina  shows  some  increase. 
Spain's  increase  is  notable.  A  small  increase  is  also  noted  for 
Russia.  German  shipping,  which  was  second  to  Great  Britain  and 
was  rapidly  growing  before  the  war,  has  disappeared  from  the  sta- 
tistics for  1915;  also  Austria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  entries  of  steam  vessels  at  Brazilian 
ports  for  1913,  1914,  and  1915,  classified  by  nationalities  of  vessels: 


1913 


]  lumber.    Tonnage. 


1914 


Number.     Tonnage. 


1915 


Number.    Tonnage. 


10, 092, 773 

9, 802, 442 

4,253,729 

1,296,312 

1,089,199 

550, 958 

550, 148 

225, 163 

50, 715 

130, 065 

157, 851 

66,059 

125,654 

52,498 

1,616 

37,057 

24, 240 

14,112 

17,870 

19, 532 


13,094 

2,111 

839 

336 

244 

105 

197 

494 

84 

83 

74 

49 

46 

13 


8,717,146 

7,657,416 

2, 823, 900 

1,180,415 

846, 630 

300, 181 

818, 822 

201,254 

136, 083 

263, 798 

166,373 

49,240 

97, 380 

22, 046 


13,805 
1,492 


8,817,519 
5, 027, 320 


303 
300 


1,023,742 
988, 939 


137, 981 

9,035 

19, 506 

7,124 

59 


343 
602 
149 

79 
114 

48 
3 

68 
3 

95 

16 
150 


1, 602, 208 
252, 796 
277, 933 
200,066 
244, 577 

32,377 

7,242 

121,556 

10, 591 
334, 812 

34,000 

33, 240 


13 


9,908 


Total 


21,487 


28,563,993 


17, 903 


23, 460, 449 


17, 643 


19, 078, 892 


In  addition  to  the  above  statistics  there  w^ere  4,956  sailing  vessels 
of  415,879  tons  that  entered  Brazilian  ports  during  1915,  compared 
with  5,170  vessels  of  385,009  tons  for  1914,  and  G,295  vessels  of  GOG,- 
256  tons  for  1913.  Of  the  total  for  1915,  4,639  sailing  vessels  were 
Brazilian,  99  American,  89  British,  49  Norwegian,  and  40  Argentine. 

American  Shipping. 

The  year  1915  showed  a  very  visible  increase  over  the  preceding 
one  in  the  number  of  American  vessels  entering  and  leaving  the  port 
of  Rio  cle  Janeiro.  From  January  1  to  June  30,  42  American  vessels 
entered  the  harbor,  against  9  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1914. 
They  were  classified  as  follows:  Steamships,  14;  barks,  1,  sailing 
ships,  1;  schooners,  26. 

The  latter  half  of  1915  again  showed  a  substantial  increase  in 
number  of  vessels  over  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  nearly  four 
times  as  many  in  contrast  with  the  corresponding  last  six  months 
of  the  previous  j^ear.  During  these  six  months  a  total  of  61  Ameri- 
can vessels,  against  17  in  the  last  six  months  of  1914,  entered  Rio  de 
Janeiro  47  steamships  and  14  schooners.  Therefore  a  total  of  103 
American  vessels  came  into  this  port  in  1915,  contrasted  Avith  26 
for  the  preceding  year. 

The  figures  up  to  March  of  the  present  year  seem  to  indicate  that 
shipping  will  not  average  less  than  during  the  previous  year.  Up  to 
the  present  date  (April  10,  1916),  40  American  ships  have  entered 
the  port  and  taking  these  figures  as  a  basis  the  total  number  of  ships 
arriving  for  the  year  should  average  more  than  the  total  number 
given  for  the  preceding  year. 

Only  three  ships  flying  the  American  flag  anchored  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  in  1911 ;  103  anchored  here  last  year. 
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